Introduction 5 

Maithili. Maithili is an Indo-Aryan language spoken in northern 
Bihar, India, and in the Terai (southern lowlands), Nepal* It is spoken 
by several million people in both Nepal and India. The dialect here re- 
corded is spoken by the Brahmin people of the village of Ghorghas, 
Dhanusha District, Janakpur Zone, Nepal. 

"The author is Miss Jennifer Williams of the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics, Nepal. Mr. Keshav Thakur, Mr. Shibnandan Mandal, and Mr. 
Jaya Narayan Jha, all residents of Ghorghas and native speakers of Mai- 
thili, served as Language Assistants. Figure 5 is a chart of the pho- 
nemes of Maithili. 

Maithili is the richest language in this compilation in vowel in- 
ventory with the added vowels ae_ and o_. 

There are several features to be aware of when reading the Maithili 
word list. First note that aspiration occurs quite frequently, occurring 
on in, n, 1^, and r_ as well as on the stops. When it occurs it is simply 
written as h following the consonant; however, a period between a phoneme 
and h means that the two are separate phonemes. Secondly, because of the 
limitations of our typewriter, two non-vowel symbols had to be used to 
indicate vowels — J[ for o^ and /i and /u for the glides o± and eu respec- 
tively. Thirdly, length occurs on consonants as well as vowels, though 
what exceptions there are to this is yet to be determined. Finally, the 
phoneme a| is written as two vowels ae . 
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It is to be noted that only an unaspirated and aspirated 'r f are 
written. Occurring initially , r t is a tap; medially and finally it is 
a slightly retroflexed flap conditioned by the preceding phoneme. As- 
pirated ! r ! occurs medially and finally only and is a slightly retro- 
flexed flap. Lengthened , r l is trilled, and in a consonant cluster x r* 
is also a trill* In the environment of a voiceless consonant ! r ! is 
voiceless and in Sanskrit words it is a fricative. 

Other features are phonemic palatalization, labialization, nasali- 
zation, and consonant length. Palatalization is written as , Cy t , labial- 
ization as 'Cw', nasalization as ":' following the vowel or vowel complex, 
and consonant length as 'CC 1 . 
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Figure 1 9 Consonants in Maithili 
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Figure 2 Q Vowels in Maithili^ 
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